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Fishing Licenses

Free Fishing Days in New Mexico are typically the first Saturday of June and the last 
Saturday of September.  Please refer to the current Fishing Rules & Information Booklet to 
confirm. For any licensing questions, feel free to call 1-888-248-6866.

** images are current as of the 2020/2021 license year.



Bag Limits
Catfish (all species, except bullheads and Special Summer Catfish) .    .  . . . . . . 15 per day 
In the Animas River and San Juan River, San Juan County, there are no bag or possession limits. 

All other warmwater game fish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 per day 
(bluegill, sunfish, bullheads) 

Special Summer Catfish Waters 
Many small lakes and ponds are stocked from May–September with 17-inch or longer channel catfish. These 
waters offer great opportunities throughout the summer to catch big catfish. To make these unique angling 
opportunities possible, reduced bag limits have been established on these waters. Trotlines may not be used in 
Special Summer Catfish Waters. 
Special Summer Catfish Waters .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  . . . . . . . 2 per day 
Special catfish limit applies to: Alto Lake, Alumni Pond, Bataan, Blue Hole Park Pond, Bosque Redondo, 
Carrizozo, Chaparral, Conoco Lake, Corona, Dennis Chavez Pond, Escondida, Estancia Park Lake, Eunice, 
Grants Riverwalk Pond, Greene Acres, Green Meadow, Jal Lake, Lake Van, Liam Knight Pond, McGaffey Lake, 
Ned Houk, Oasis State Park, Pecos River within Villanueva State Park, Perch Lake, Rancho Grande Ponds, 
Roswell Kid’s Pond (Spring River Park), Timberon Ponds, Tingley Beach and Young Pond. 

The possession limit for each species is twice the daily bag limit. 

Special Summer Catfish Waters: The possession limit is four fish. 

** limits are current as of the 2020/2021 license year.



Locations to fish
• Locations along the Rio Grande can be found from San Acacia to Caballo Lake.  

Just remember that you cannot go onto private land without written 
permission. A GPS with a land status program is a good tool to use in 
conjunction with maps.

• Favorite spots can be San Acacia, San Marcial, Escondida Lake is great during 
summer months and is a Special Catfish Water for Channel Catfish, Elephant 
Butte, Caballo Lake and fishing is permitted on Bosque del Apache.
• Always think about safety and plan your trip accordingly.  At times the river 

can be running very fast and deep.
• Best times to catfish are the summer months.
• Sunscreen and mosquito spray are a must in the summer.



Operation Game Thief
If you see anything illegal in regards to wildlife, please contact Operation Game Thief 
at 1-800-432-4263.

On Bosque del Apache, you can also call 575-835-1828.

USFWS Federal Officer Ben Lanford…..575-518-8098 
(Bosque del Apache)

NMDGF Sgt. Logan Vanlandingham…..505-999-9211 
(Supervisor for Socorro Supervisory District)

NMDGF Corporal Jake Baulch…..505-252-6712 
(T or C)

NMDGF Officer Jake Morales…..505-551-2182 
(T or C)

NMDGF Officer Drew Vanliew….505-309-1647 
(Socorro)



Filleting Catfish
Lots of information can be found on the internet.  
“Scarring” the skin with a sharp knife and peeling 
the skin with a set of needle-nose pliers works 
best for many people. The fillets can then be 
removed by keeping your knife along the edge of 
the bones. Just remember you will need needle-
nose pliers, a sharp knife, a cutting board, Ziploc 
bags, an ice chest with ice, water and paper 
towels.  

Credit: Bass Pro Shop



Recipes
Again, lots of information on the web with 
great recipes. You can bake or fry your fillets.  
The main thing is to take care of your meat, 
find a recipe and have fun!

If you share any of your catch with family and 
friends, make sure to give them a letter with 
your contact information, license number, 
what you have given them and when and 
where you caught your fish.

Baked Catfish

Fried Catfish


